Lesson 9

The Cosmic Conflict

Sabbath Afternoon, February 22

It is impossible to explain the origin of sin so as to give a reason for its
existence. Yet enough may be understood concerning both the origin and
the final disposition of sin to make fully manifest the justice and benevolence
of God in all His dealings with evil. Nothing is more plainly taught in Scripture
than that God was in no wise responsible for the entrance of sin; that there
was no arbitrary withdrawal of divine grace, no deficiency in the divine
government, that gave occasion for the uprising of rebellion.

Sin is an intruder, for whose presence no reason can be given. It is
mysterious, unaccountable; to excuse it is to defend it. Could excuse for it be
found, or cause be shown for its existence, it would cease to be sin. Our only
definition of sin is that given in the word of God; it is “the transgression of
the law;" it is the outworking of a principle at war with the great law of love
which is the foundation of the divine government. —The Great Controversy,
p. 492.

Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels
bowed to Jesus to acknowledge His supremacy and high authority and
rightful rule, he bowed with them; but his heart was filled with envy and
hatred. Christ had been taken into the special counsel of God in regard to His
plans, while Lucifer was unacquainted with them. He did not understand,
neither was he permitted to know, the purposes of God. But Christ was
acknowledged sovereign of heaven, His power and authority to be the same
as that of God Himself. Lucifer thought that he was himself a favorite in
heaven among the angels. He had been highly exalted, but this did not call
forth from him gratitude and praise to his Creator. He aspired to the height
of God Himself. He gloried in his loftiness. . . . Were not his garments light
and beautiful? Why should Christ thus be honored before himself? —The
Story of Redemption, p. 14.

Even when it was decided that he could no longer remain in heaven,
Infinite Wisdom did not destroy Satan. Since the service of love can alone be
acceptable to God, the allegiance of His creatures must rest upon a conviction
of His justice and benevolence. The inhabitants of heaven and of other
worlds, being unprepared to comprehend the nature or consequences of sin,
could not then have seen the justice and mercy of God in the destruction of
Satan. Had he been immediately blotted from existence, they would have
served God from fear rather than from love. The influence of the deceiver
would not have been fully destroyed, nor would the spirit of rebellion have
been utterly eradicated. Evil must be permitted to come to maturity. For the
good of the entire universe through ceaseless ages Satan must more fully
develop his principles, that his charges against the divine government might
be seen in their true light by all created beings, that the justice and mercy of
God and the immutability of His law might forever be placed beyond all
question. —The Great Controversy, p. 498.



Sunday, February 23

An Enemy Has Done This

The teaching of this parable [the wheat and tares] is illustrated in God's
own dealing with men and angels. Satan is a deceiver. When he sinned in
heaven, even the loyal angels did not fully discern his character. This was why
God did not at once destroy him. Had He done so, the holy angels would not
have perceived the justice and love of God. A doubt of God's goodness would
have been as evil seed that would yield the bitter fruit of sin and woe.
Therefore the author of evil was spared, fully to develop his character.

Through long ages God has borne the anguish of beholding the work of
evil. He has given the infinite Gift of Calvary, rather than let any be deceived
by the misrepresentations of the wicked one, for the tares could not be
plucked up without danger of uprooting the precious grain. And shall we not
be as forbearing toward our fellow men as the Lord of heaven is toward
Satan? —The Upward Look, p. 77.

Christ . . . has not committed to us the work of judging character and
motive. He knows our nature too well to entrust this work to us. Should we
try to uproot from the church those whom we suppose to be spurious
Christians, we should be sure to make mistakes. Often we regard as hopeless
subjects the very ones whom Christ is drawing to Himself. Were we to deal
with these souls according to our imperfect judgment, it would perhaps
extinguish their last hope. Many who think themselves Christians will at last
be found wanting. Many will be in heaven who their neighbors supposed
would never enter there. Man judges from appearance, but God judges the
heart. The tares and the wheat are to grow together until the harvest; and the
harvest is the end of probationary time.

There is in the Saviour's words another lesson, a lesson of wonderful
forbearance and tender love. As the tares have their roots closely intertwined
with those of the good grain, so false brethren in the church may be closely
linked with true disciples. The real character of these pretended believers is
not fully manifested. Were they to be separated from the church, others
might be caused to stumble, who but for this would have remained steadfast.
—Christ’'s Object Lessons, pp. 71, 72.

We are to beware of indulging a spirit of bigotry and intolerance. We are
not to stand aside from others in a spirit that seems to say, “Come not near
to me, for I am holier than thou.” We are not to shut ourselves away from our
fellow human beings, but are to seek to impart to them the precious truth
that has blessed our own hearts. . .. [However, we] should be firmly rooted in
the conviction that whatever in any sense turns aside from truth and justice
in our association and partnership with men, cannot benefit us and greatly
dishonors God. —/n Heavenly Places, p. 310.



Monday, February 24

The Origin of the
Controversy on Earth

Before the entrance of evil there was peace and joy throughout the
universe. All was in perfect harmony with the Creator’s will. Love for God was
supreme, love for one another impartial. Christ the Word, the Only Begotten
of God, was one with the eternal Father,—one in nature, in character, and in
purpose,—the only being in all the universe that could enter into all the
counsels and purposes of God. By Christ the Father wrought in the creation
of all heavenly beings. “By Him were all things created, that are in heaven, . ..
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers”
(Colossians 1:16); and to Christ, equally with the Father, all heaven gave
allegiance. —The Great Controversy, p. 493.

To many minds the origin of sin and the reason for its existence are a
source of great perplexity. They see the work of evil, with its terrible results
of woe and desolation, and they question how all this can exist under the
sovereignty of One who is infinite in wisdom, in power, and in love. Here is a
mystery of which they find no explanation. And in their uncertainty and doubt
they are blinded to truths plainly revealed in God's word and essential to
salvation. There are those who, in their inquiries concerning the existence of
sin, endeavor to search into that which God has never revealed; hence they
find no solution of their difficulties; and such as are actuated by a disposition
to doubt and cavil seize upon this as an excuse for rejecting the words of
Holy Writ. —The Great Controversy, p. 492.

The instant man accepted the temptations of Satan, and did the very things
God had said he should not do, Christ, the Son of God, stood between the
living and the dead, saying, “Let the punishment fall on Me. | will stand in
man'’s place. He shall have another chance.”

What love! What amazing condescension! The King of glory proposed to
humble Himself to fallen humanity! He would place His feet in Adam's steps.
He would take man's fallen nature, and engage to cope with the strong foe
who triumphed over Adam. He would overcome Satan, and in thus doing He
would open the way for the redemption from the disgrace of Adam’s failure
and fall, of all those who would believe on Him. —Ellen G. White Comments,
in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 1, p. 1085.

Jesus came into the world to illustrate the character of God in His own life,
and He swept back the misrepresentations that Satan had originated, and
revealed the glory of God. It was only by living among men that He could
reveal the mercy, compassion, and love of His heavenly Father; for it was only
by actions of benevolence that He could set forth the grace of God. The
unbelief of men was deep seated, and yet they could not resist the testimony
of His God-like example, and His deeds of love and truth. —Sons and
Daughters of God, p. 139.



Tuesday, February 25

The Origin of the
Controversy in Heaven

Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had been most honored of
God and who stood highest in power and glory among the inhabitants of
heaven. Before his fall, Lucifer was first of the covering cherubs, holy and
undefiled. "Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom,
and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every
precious stone was thy covering. . . . Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God;
thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found
in thee.” Ezekiel 28:12-15. —The Great Controversy, p. 493.

Lucifer might have remained in favor with God, beloved and honored by
all the angelic host, exercising his noble powers to bless others and to glorify
his Maker. But, says the prophet, “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy
beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.” Verse
17. Little by little, Lucifer came to indulge a desire for self-exaltation. “Thou
hast set thine heart as the heart of God.” “Thou hast said, . . . | will exalt my
throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation. . . . | will ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will be like
the Most High.” Verse 6; Isaiah 14:13, 14. Instead of seeking to make God
supreme in the affections and allegiance of His creatures, it was Lucifer's
endeavor to win their service and homage to himself. And coveting the honor
which the infinite Father had bestowed upon His Son, this prince of angels
aspired to power which it was the prerogative of Christ alone to wield. —The
Great Controversy, p. 494.

What is meant by a failure to obey it is seen in the history of Satan, who
for his disobedience was cast out of heaven. The greatest talents and the
highest gifts that could be bestowed on a created being were given to Lucifer,
the covering cherub. Before his fall he was a glorious being, occupying a
position next to Christ, but he sought to be equal with God, and brought
upon himself irretrievable ruin.

With this lesson before us, let us hide ourselves in Christ. He is the source
of all wisdom, all intelligence, all power. Behold in the cross of Christ the only
guarantee for our salvation. Behold the Saviour giving His life for us, that we
might be Christians. Those who strive to live the life of a Christian are battling
against the devil’s lie. Can we doubt the result of this conflict? God lives, God
reigns, and daily He is working His miracles. —This Day With God, p. 287.



Wednesday, February 26

If You Worship Me

“And the devil, taking Him up into an high mountain, showed unto Him all
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said unto Him,
All this power will | give Thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto
me; and to whomsoever | will | give it. If Thou therefore wilt worship me, all
shall be Thine. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind Me,
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only
shalt thou serve.”

Satan presented before Jesus the kingdoms of the world in the most
attractive light. If Jesus would there worship him, he offered to relinquish his
claims to the possessions of earth. If the plan of salvation should be carried
out, and Jesus should die to redeem man, Satan knew that his own power
must be limited and finally taken away, and that he would be destroyed.
Therefore it was his studied plan to prevent, if possible, the completion of the
great work which had been commenced by the Son of God. If the plan of
man's redemption should fail, Satan would retain the kingdom which he then
claimed. And if he should succeed, he flattered himself that he would reign
in opposition to the God of heaven.

But Jesus met the tempter with the rebuke, “Get thee behind Me, Satan.”
He was to bow only to His Father. —Early Writings, p. 157.

Satan claimed the kingdom of earth as his and insinuated to Jesus that all
His sufferings might be saved: that He need not die to obtain the kingdoms
of this world; if He would worship him He might have all the possessions of
earth and the glory of reigning over them. But Jesus was steadfast. He knew
that the time was to come when He would by His own life redeem the
kingdom from Satan, and that, after a season, all in heaven and earth would
submit to Him. He chose His life of suffering and His dreadful death, as the
way appointed by His Father that He might become a lawful heir to the
kingdoms of earth and have them given into His hands as an everlasting
possession. Satan also will be given into His hands to be destroyed by death,
nevermore to annoy Jesus or the saints in glory. —Early Writings, p. 157.

Christ did not tell His disciples that their work would be easy. He showed
them the vast confederacy of evil arrayed against them. They would have to
fight "against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12. But
they would not be left to fight alone. He assured them that He would be with
them; and that if they would go forth in faith, they should move under the
shield of Omnipotence. He bade them be brave and strong; for One mightier
than angels would be in their ranks—the General of the armies of heaven. —
The Acts of the Apostles, p. 29.



Thursday, February 27

The Nature of the Cosmic Conflict

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the
happiness of all created beings depended upon their perfect accord with its
great principles of righteousness. God desires from all His creatures the
service of love—homage that springs from an intelligent appreciation of His
character. He takes no pleasure in a forced allegiance, and to all He grants
freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service. —The Great
Controversy, p. 493.

The principalities and powers of darkness were assembled around the
cross, casting the hellish shadow of unbelief into the hearts of men. When the
Lord created these beings to stand before His throne, they were beautiful and
glorious. Their loveliness and holiness were in accordance with their exalted
station. They were enriched with the wisdom of God, and girded with the
panoply of heaven. They were Jehovah's ministers. But who could recognize
in the fallen angels the glorious seraphim that once ministered in the
heavenly courts?

Satanic agencies confederated with evil men in leading the people to
believe Christ the chief of sinners, and to make Him the object of detestation.
Those who mocked Christ as He hung upon the cross were imbued with the
spirit of the first great rebel. He filled them with vile and loathsome speeches.
He inspired their taunts. But by all this he gained nothing. . ..

Christ bowed His head and died, but He held fast His faith and His
submission to God. “And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night.” Revelation 12:10. —The Desire of Ages, pp.
760, 761.

God has given His law for the regulation of the conduct of nations, of
families, and of individuals. There is not one worker of wickedness, though
his sin is the least and the most secret, that escapes the denunciation of that
law. The whole work of the father of lies is recorded in the statute books of
heaven; and those who lend themselves to the service of Satan, to present to
men his lies by precept and practice, will receive according to their deeds.
Every offense against God, however minute, is set down in the reckoning. And
when the sword of justice is taken in hand, it will do the work that was done
to the Divine Sufferer. Justice will strike; for God's hatred of sin is intense and
overwhelming.

The truth as it is in Jesus will teach most important lessons. It will show
that the love of God is broad and deep; that it is infinite; and that in awarding
the penalty to the disobedient, those who have made void God's law, it will
be uncompromising. This is the love and justice of God combined. It reaches
to the very depth of human woe and degradation, to lift up the fallen and
oppressed who lay hold of the truth by repentance and faith in Jesus. —Lift
Him Up, p. 158.



Friday, February 28

For Further Reading

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, "Religion and Scientific Education,” pp.
503, 504;

God'’s Amazing Grace, "The Battlefield,” p. 36.



