Lesson 3

Images From Marriage
Sabbath Afternoon, April 12

True love is a high and holy principle, altogether different in character from that love which is
awakened by impulse and which suddenly dies when severely tested. It is by faithfulness to duty in
the parental home that the youth are to prepare themselves for homes of their own. Let them here
practice self-denial and manifest kindness, courtesy, and Christian sympathy. Thus love will be kept
warm in the heart, and he who goes out from such a household to stand at the head of a family of
his own will know how to promote the happiness of her whom he has chosen as a companion for
life. Marriage, instead of being the end of love, will be only its beginning. —Patriarchs and Prophets, p.
176.

Love is a precious gift, which we receive from Jesus. Pure and holy affection is not a feeling, but a
principle. Those who are actuated by true love are neither unreasonable nor blind. Taught by the
Holy Spirit, they love God supremely, and their neighbor as themselves.

Let those who are contemplating marriage weigh every sentiment and watch every development
of character in the one with whom they think to unite their life destiny. Let every step toward a
marriage alliance be characterized by modesty, simplicity, sincerity, and an earnest purpose to please
and honor God. Marriage affects the afterlife both in this world and in the world to come. A sincere
Christian will make no plans that God cannot approve.

If you are blessed with God-fearing parents, seek counsel of them. Open to them your hopes and
plans, learn the lessons which their life experiences have taught, and you will be saved many a
heartache. Above all, make Christ your counselor. Study His word with prayer. —The Ministry of Healing,
p. 358, 359.

Christ came to our world to cause heavenly light to shine amid the moral darkness. He came to
make men and women understand that the marriage institution is sacred. His presence at Cana gave
high endorsement to this ordinance. The wife is to respect her husband. The husband is to love and
cherish his wife; and as their marriage vow unites them as one, so their belief in Christ should make
them one in Him. What can be more pleasing to God than to see those who enter into the marriage
relation seek together to learn of Jesus and to become more and more imbued with His Spirit? —
“The Marriage at Cana,” in Manuscript Releases, vol. 14, par. 6.



Sunday, April 13

One Flesh

They two shall be one flesh, and if Christ is abiding in the heart, they are one mind. The Lord
[created] man, then the woman, that they should blend in the love and fear of God as one to glorify
God in their mind, heart, soul, and strength—consulting together, praying together, searching the
Scriptures together. The Lord knew how to carry forward His work in our world.

Man was [to] crave the love of woman and woman to feel that she is, in the Lord’s plan, to have
the affections of the man she has chosen and thus to bring into the life the beauty of a compact,
wholly-conscious affection for each other. — “Marriage a Sacred Ordinance,” in Manuscript Releases, vol.
18, par. 2, 3.

God Himself gave Adam a companion. He provided “an help meet for him"—a helper
corresponding to him—one who was fitted to be his companion, and who could be one with him in
love and sympathy. Eve was created from a rib taken from the side of Adam, signifying that she was
not to control him as the head, nor to be trampled under his feet as an inferior, but to stand by his
side as an equal, to be loved and protected by him. A part of man, bone of his bone, and flesh of his
flesh, she was his second self, showing the close union and the affectionate attachment that should
exist in this relation. “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it.”
Ephesians 5:29. “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife;
and they shall be one.”

God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution has for its originator the Creator of the
universe. “Marriage is honorable” (Hebrews 13:4); it was one of the first gifts of God to man, and it
is one of the two institutions that, after the Fall, Adam brought with him beyond the gates of
Paradise. When the divine principles are recognized and obeyed in this relation, marriage is a
blessing; it guards the purity and happiness of the race, it provides for man’s social needs, it elevates
the physical, the intellectual, and the moral nature. —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 46.

God made from the man a woman, to be a companion and helpmeet for him, to be one with him,
to cheer, encourage, and bless him, and he in turn to be her strong helper. All who enter into
matrimonial relations with a holy purpose, the husband to obtain the pure affections of a woman'’s
heart, the wife to soften and improve her husband'’s character and give it completeness—fulfill God's
purpose for them.

Christ came not to destroy this institution, but to restore it to its original sanctity and elevation.
He came to restore the moral image of God in man, and He began His work by sanctioning the
marriage relation. He who made the first holy pair, and who created for them a paradise, has put His
seal upon the marriage institution, first celebrated in Eden, when the morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy. —The Adventist Home, p. 99.



Monday, April 14

The Beautiful Bride

In both the Old and the New Testament, the marriage relation is employed to represent the tender
and sacred union that exists between Christ and His people. To the mind of Jesus the gladness of
the wedding festivities pointed forward to the rejoicing of that day when He shall bring home His
bride to the Father's house, and the redeemed with the Redeemer shall sit down to the marriage
supper of the Lamb. He says, "As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice
over thee.” “Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; . .. but thou shalt be called My Delight; . . . for
the Lord delighteth in thee.” “"He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy
over thee with singing.” Isaiah 62:5, 4, margin; Zephaniah 3:17. When the vision of heavenly things
was granted to John the apostle, he wrote: “I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready.” "Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb.” Revelation 19:6, 7, 9. —The Desire of Ages, p. 151.

He who gave Eve to Adam as a helpmeet, performed His first miracle at a marriage festival. In the
festal hall where friends and kindred rejoiced together, Christ began His public ministry. Thus He
sanctioned marriage, recognizing it as an institution that He Himself had established. He ordained
that men and women should be united in holy wedlock, to rear families whose members, crowned
with honor, should be recognized as members of the family above.

Christ honored the marriage relation by making it also a symbol of the union between Him and
His redeemed ones. He Himself is the Bridegroom; the bride is the church, of which, as His chosen
one, He says, “Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee.” Song of Solomon 4:7. . ..

The family tie is the closest, the most tender and sacred, of any on earth. It was designed to be a
blessing to mankind. And it is a blessing wherever the marriage covenant is entered into intelligently,
in the fear of God, and with due consideration for its responsibilities. —The Ministry of Healing, p. 356.

By implanting in their hearts the principles of His word, the Holy Spirit develops in men the
attributes of God. The light of His glory—His character—is to shine forth in His followers. Thus they
are to glorify God, to lighten the path to the Bridegroom'’s home, to the city of God, to the marriage
supper of the Lamb. —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 414.



Tuesday, April 15

Hosea’s Harlot Wife

In symbolic language Hosea set before the ten tribes God's plan of restoring to every penitent
soul who would unite with His church on earth, the blessings granted Israel in the days of their loyalty
to Him in the Promised Land. Referring to Israel as one to whom He longed to show mercy, the Lord
declared, “I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her. And |
will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall
sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.
And it shall be at that day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt call Me Ishi ["My husband,” margin]; and
shalt call Me no more Baali ["My lord,” margin]. For | will take away the names of Baalim out of her
mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name.” Hosea 2:14-17.

In the last days of this earth’s history, God's covenant with His commandment-keeping people is
to be renewed. “In that day will | make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the
fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and | will break the bow and the sword
and the battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely. And | will betroth thee unto
Me forever; yea, | will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-
kindness, and in mercies. | will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the
Lord.

“And it shall come to pass in that day, | will hear, saith the Lord, | will hear the heavens, and they
shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear
Jezreel. And | will sow her unto Me in the earth; and | will have mercy upon her that had not obtained
mercy; and | will say to them which were not My people, Thou art My people; and they shall say,
Thou art my God.” Verses 18-23. —Prophets and Kings, pp. 298, 299.

Here is shown the Lord's reluctance to give up His sinning people. And lest Israel had so far
neglected His reproofs and warnings as to let them pass from their memory, He delays His
judgments upon them and gives them a full rehearsal of their disobedience and aggravating sins
from the days of Josiah down to their own time, and of the judgments He had pronounced in
consequence of their transgressions. Thus they had another opportunity to see their iniquity and
repent. In this we see that God does not delight in afflicting His people; but with a care that surpasses
that of a pitying father for a wayward child, He entreats His wandering people to return to their
allegiance. — “The Warnings of God Rejected,” in Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 176.



Wednesday, April 16

Isaac and Rebekah

Isaac, trusting to his father’'s wisdom and affection, was satisfied to commit the matter to him,
believing also that God Himself would direct in the choice made. The patriarch’s thoughts turned to
his father’s kindred in the land of Mesopotamia. Though not free from idolatry, they cherished the
knowledge and the worship of the true God. Isaac must not leave Canaan to go to them, but it might
be that among them could be found one who would leave her home and unite with him in
maintaining the pure worship of the living God. Abraham committed the important matter to “his
eldest servant,” a man of piety, experience, and sound judgment, who had rendered him long and
faithful service. He required this servant to make a solemn oath before the Lord, that he would not
take a wife for Isaac of the Canaanites, but would choose a maiden from the family of Nahor in
Mesopotamia. He charged him not to take Isaac thither. If a damsel could not be found who would
leave her kindred, then the messenger would be released from his oath. The patriarch encouraged
him in his difficult and delicate undertaking with the assurance that God would crown his mission
with success. “The Lord God of heaven,” he said, “which took me from my father’'s house, and from
the land of my kindred, . . . He shall send His angel before thee.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 171.

Isaac was highly honored by God in being made inheritor of the promises through which the
world was to be blessed; yet when he was forty years of age he submitted to his father's judgment
in appointing his experienced, God-fearing servant to choose a wife for him. And the result of that
marriage, as presented in the Scriptures, is a tender and beautiful picture of domestic happiness:
“Isaac brought her unto his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and
he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.” —Messages to Young People, p. 464.

The Canaanites were idolaters, and the Lord had commanded that His people should not
intermarry with them, lest they should be led into idolatry. Abraham was old, and he expected soon
to die. Isaac was yet unmarried. Abraham was afraid of the corrupting influence surrounding his son,
and was anxious to have a wife selected for him who would not lead him from God. He committed
this matter to his faithful, experienced servant who ruled over all that he had. Abraham required his
servant to make a solemn oath to him before the Lord, that he would not take a wife for Isaac of the
Canaanites, but that he would go to Abraham's kindred, who believed in the true God, and select a
wife for the young man. He charged him not to take Isaac to the country from which he came; for
they were nearly all affected with idolatry. If he could not find a wife for Isaac who would leave her
kindred and come where he was, then he should be clear of the oath which he had made. —Daughters
of God, p. 29.



Thursday, April 17

The Harlot Is Judged

All who value their eternal interests should be on their guard against the inroads of skepticism.
The very pillars of truth will be assailed. It is impossible to keep beyond the reach of the sarcasms
and sophisms, the insidious and pestilent teachings, of modern infidelity. Satan adapts his
temptations to all classes. He assails the illiterate with a jest or sneer, while he meets the educated
with scientific objections and philosophical reasoning, alike calculated to excite distrust or contempt
of the Scriptures. Even youth of little experience presume to insinuate doubts concerning the
fundamental principles of Christianity. And this youthful infidelity, shallow as it is, has its influence.
Many are thus led to jest at the faith of their fathers, and to do despite to the Spirit of grace. [Hebrews
10:29.] Many a life that promised to be an honor to God and a blessing to the world, has been
blighted by the foul breath of infidelity. All who trust to the boastful decisions of human reason, and
imagine that they can explain divine mysteries, and arrive at truth unaided by the wisdom of God,
are entangled in the snare of Satan. . ..

When the testing time shall come, those who have made God's Word their rule of life will be
revealed. In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but when
the blasts of winter come, the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are stripped of their
foliage. So the false-hearted professor may not now be distinguished from the real Christian, but
the time is just upon us when the difference will be apparent. Let opposition arise, let bigotry and
intolerance again bear sway, let persecution be kindled, and the half-hearted and hypocritical will
waver and yield the faith; but the true Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope
brighter, than in days of prosperity. —The Great Controversy, pp. 600, 602.

In the day of final judgment, every lost soul will understand the nature of his own rejection of
truth. The cross will be presented, and its real bearing will be seen by every mind that has been
blinded by transgression. Before the vision of Calvary with its mysterious Victim, sinners will stand
condemned. Every lying excuse will be swept away. Human apostasy will appear in its heinous
character. Men will see what their choice has been. Every question of truth and error in the long-
standing controversy will then have been made plain. In the judgment of the universe, God will stand
clear of blame for the existence or continuance of evil. It will be demonstrated that the divine decrees
are not accessory to sin. There was no defect in God's government, no cause for disaffection. When
the thoughts of all hearts shall be revealed, both the loyal and the rebellious will unite in declaring,
“Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy
name? ... for Thy judgments are made manifest.” Revelation 15:3, 4. —The Desire of Ages, p. 58.



Friday, April 18

For Further Reading

Radiant Religion, June 23, "Marriage Only the Beginning of Love,” p. 176.
“God'’s People Delivered,” in The Great Controversy, pp. 651, 652.



