Lesson 4

The Nations: Part 1

Sabbath Afternoon, April 19

When the early church became corrupted by departing from the simplicity of the gospel and
accepting heathen rites and customs, she lost the Spirit and power of God; and in order to control
the consciences of the people, she sought the support of the secular power. The result was the
papacy, a church that controlled the power of the state and employed it to further her own ends,
especially for the punishment of “heresy.” In order for the United States to form an image of the
beast, the religious power must so control the civil government that the authority of the state will
also be employed by the church to accomplish her own ends.

Whenever the church has obtained secular power, she has employed it to punish dissent from her
doctrines. Protestant churches that have followed in the steps of Rome by forming alliance with
worldly powers have manifested a similar desire to restrict liberty of conscience. . ..

It was apostasy that led the early church to seek the aid of the civil government, and this prepared
the way for the development of the papacy—the beast. Said Paul: “There” shall “come a falling away,
... and that man of sin be revealed.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3. So apostasy in the church will prepare the
way for the image to the beast. —The Great Controversy, 443.

In the twelfth chapter of Revelation we have as a symbol a great red dragon. In the ninth verse of
that chapter this symbol is explained as follows: “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him.” Undoubtedly the dragon primarily represents Satan. But Satan does
not appear upon the earth in person; he works through agents. It was in the person of wicked men
that he sought to destroy Jesus as soon as he was born. Wherever Satan has been able to control a
government so fully that it would carry out his designs, that nation became, for the time, Satan’s
representative. This was the case with all the great heathen nations. For instance, see Ezekiel 28,
where Satan is represented as actual king of Tyre. This was because he fully controlled that
government. In the first centuries of the Christian era, Rome, of all the pagan nations, was Satan’s
chief agent in opposing the gospel, and was therefore represented by the dragon. —The Great
Controversy, p. 679.



Sunday, April 20

Nimrod and Nineveh

The lesson is for God's messengers today, when the cities of the nations are as verily in need of a
knowledge of the attributes and purposes of the true God as were the Ninevites of old. Christ's
ambassadors are to point men to the nobler world, which has largely been lost sight of. According
to the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, the only city that will endure is the city whose builder and
maker is God. With the eye of faith man may behold the threshold of heaven, flushed with God'’s
living glory. Through His ministering servants the Lord Jesus is calling upon men to strive with
sanctified ambition to secure the immortal inheritance. He urges them to lay up treasure beside the
throne of God. . ..

The forbearance of God has been very great—so great that when we consider the continuous
insult to His holy commandments, we marvel. The Omnipotent One has been exerting a restraining
power over His own attributes. But He will certainly arise to punish the wicked, who so boldly defy
the just claims of the Decalogue.

God allows men a period of probation; but there is a point beyond which divine patience is
exhausted, and the judgments of God are sure to follow. The Lord bears long with men, and with
cities, mercifully giving warnings to save them from divine wrath; but a time will come when
pleadings for mercy will no longer be heard, and the rebellious element that continues to reject the
light of truth will be blotted out, in mercy to themselves and to those who would otherwise be
influenced by their example. —Prophets and Kings, p. 274, 276.

Rebellion originated with Satan, and all rebellion against God is directly due to satanic influence.
Those who set themselves against the government of God have entered into an alliance with the
archapostate, and he will exercise his power and cunning to captivate the senses and mislead the
understanding. He will cause everything to appear in a false light. Like our first parents, those who
are under his bewitching spell see only the great benefits to be received by transgression. —Patriarchs
and Prophets, p. 635.

Yet Nineveh, wicked though it had become, was not wholly given over to evil. He who “beholdeth
all the sons of men” (Psalm 33:13) and “seeth every precious thing” (Job 28:10) perceived in that city
many who were reaching out after something better and higher, and who, if granted opportunity to
learn of the living God, would put away their evil deeds and worship Him. And so in His wisdom God
revealed Himself to them in an unmistakable manner, to lead them, if possible, to repentance. —
Prophets and Kings, p. 265.



Monday, April 21

Abraham’s Call

This hope of redemption through the advent of the Son of God as Saviour and King, has never
become extinct in the hearts of men. From the beginning there have been some whose faith has
reached out beyond the shadows of the present to the realities of the future. Adam, Seth, Enoch,
Methuselah, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—through these and other worthies the Lord
has preserved the precious revealings of His will. And it was thus that to the children of Israel, the
chosen people through whom was to be given to the world the promised Messiah, God imparted a
knowledge of the requirements of His law, and of the salvation to be accomplished through the
atoning sacrifice of His beloved Son.

The hope of Israel was embodied in the promise made at the time of the call of Abraham, and
afterward repeated again and again to his posterity, “In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”
Genesis 12:3. As the purpose of God for the redemption of the race was unfolded to Abraham, the
Sun of Righteousness shone upon his heart, and his darkness was scattered. And when, at last, the
Saviour Himself walked and talked among the sons of men, He bore witness to the Jews of the
patriarch’s bright hope of deliverance through the coming of a Redeemer. “Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see My day,” Christ declared; "and he saw it, and was glad.” John 8:56. —Prophets and
Kings, pp. 682, 683.

The message of God came to Abraham, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father’s house, unto a land that | will show thee.” In order that God might qualify him for
his great work as the keeper of the sacred oracles, Abraham must be separated from the associations
of his early life. The influence of kindred and friends would interfere with the training which the Lord
purposed to give His servant. Now that Abraham was, in a special sense, connected with heaven, he
must dwell among strangers. His character must be peculiar, differing from all the world. He could
not even explain his course of action so as to be understood by his friends. Spiritual things are
spiritually discerned, and his motives and actions were not comprehended by his idolatrous kindred.

It was no light test that was thus brought upon Abraham, no small sacrifice that was required of
him. There were strong ties to bind him to his country, his kindred, and his home. But he did not
hesitate to obey the call. He had no question to ask concerning the land of promise—whether the
soil was fertile and the climate healthful; whether the country afforded agreeable surroundings and
would afford opportunities for amassing wealth. God has spoken, and His servant must obey; the
happiest place on earth for him was the place where God would have him to be. —Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 126.



Tuesday, April 22

Given What You Asked For

The Lord had, through His prophets, foretold that Israel would be governed by a king; but it does
not follow that this form of government was best for them or according to His will. He permitted the
people to follow their own choice, because they refused to be guided by His counsel. Hosea declares
that God gave them a king in His anger. Hosea 13:11. When men choose to have their own way,
without seeking counsel from God, or in opposition to His revealed will, He often grants their desires,
in order that, through the bitter experience that follows, they may be led to realize their folly and to
repent of their sin. Human pride and wisdom will prove a dangerous guide. That which the heart
desires contrary to the will of God will in the end be found a curse rather than a blessing. —Patriarchs
and Prophets, p. 605.

When Saul was proclaimed as king, Samuel had assured the people that the danger of the future
would be that of forgetting the covenant of the Lord, and of failing to acknowledge God as the
supreme Ruler of their nation. Israel had sought and obtained a monarchy after their own heart, yet
Samuel had told them that the Lord in his infinite mercy was willing to forgive them, and to help
them, if they would only fear him, and serve him in truth. The question of the conversion of Israel
into the royalty of the kingdom of God, was to be decided. Would the Israel of God, with their king
at their head, obey God explicitly, or would they not? Either Israel must cease to be the people of
God, or the principles upon which the monarchy was founded must become spiritual, and the nation
must be governed by a divine power. If Israel would be wholly the Lord’s, then the Lord would
constitute a kingdom in which the will of the human and earthly would be in subjection to the will
of God, and, by this means, the covenant relationship that constituted God the Ruler of Israel, would
be preserved. The question may seem of little consequence to our finite minds; but it was far from
this. Would the king whom Israel had chosen listen to the Ruler of all kings? Would he surrender his
will, and do the will of the Father which is in Heaven? No monarchy in Israel that did not acknowledge
in all its ways the supreme authority of God, could prosper. As long as the people of Israel would
conduct themselves as subordinate to God, so long would he be their protection and defense. —
“The Rejection of Saul,” Signs of the Times, June 1, 1888, par. 2.

Yet God had chosen Israel. He had called them to preserve among men the knowledge of His law,
and of the symbols and prophecies that pointed to the Saviour. He desired them to be as wells of
salvation to the world. What Abraham was in the land of his sojourn, what Joseph was in Egypt, and
Daniel in the courts of Babylon, the Hebrew people were to be among the nations. They were to
reveal God to men. . ..

But the Israelites fixed their hopes upon worldly greatness. From the time of their entrance to the
land of Canaan, they departed from the commandments of God, and followed the ways of the
heathen. It was in vain that God sent them warning by His prophets. In vain they suffered the
chastisement of heathen oppression. Every reformation was followed by deeper apostasy. —The
Desire of Ages, pp. 27, 28.



Wednesday, April 23

The Rulers of the Gentiles

Again the strife as to which should be greatest seemed about to be renewed, when Jesus, calling
them to Him, said to the indignant disciples, "Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so
shall it not be among you.” . ..

Christ was establishing a kingdom on different principles. He called men, not to authority, but to
service, the strong to bear the infirmities of the weak. Power, position, talent, education, placed their
possessor under the greater obligation to serve his fellows. To even the lowliest of Christ’s disciples
it is said, "All things are for your sakes.” 2 Corinthians 4:15. —The Desire of Ages, p. 550.

The accession of the Roman Church to power marked the beginning of the Dark Ages. As her
power increased, the darkness deepened. Faith was transferred from Christ, the true foundation, to
the pope of Rome. Instead of trusting in the Son of God for forgiveness of sins and for eternal
salvation, the people looked to the pope, and to the priests and prelates to whom he delegated
authority. They were taught that the pope was their earthly mediator and that none could approach
God except through him; and, further, that he stood in the place of God to them and was therefore
to be implicitly obeyed. . . . Sin was disguised in a garb of sanctity. When the Scriptures are
suppressed, and man comes to regard himself as supreme, we need look only for fraud, deception,
and debasing iniquity. With the elevation of human laws and traditions was manifest the corruption
that ever results from setting aside the law of God. —The Great Controversy, p. 55.

The lessons given to the disciples of Christ, are full of significance, and present most profitable
instruction for us who believe. We are not to act after the manner, precept, or example of men who
are in authority in earthly positions, but to minister to others, to be servants to all, “even as the Son
of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” The
kingdom of God is established on different principles than are the kingdoms of this world. There is
to be no rank among the servants of Christ. . . . The rich, the poor, the learned, the unlearned, the
bond, and the free are equally God's heritage, and he who is most exalted in the sight of God is he
who has most genuine humility, the deepest sense of his unworthiness, the greatest realization of
his dependence upon God. Those who truly love God, truly love their fellow-men. They constantly
seek to do good to all those who are connected with them. They are laborers together with God. —
“Before Honor Is Humility,” Signs of the Times, July 16, 1896, par. 6, 7.



Thursday, April 24

A Light to the Gentiles

O what a power for good a converted man—transformed daily—can exert to bring blessing and
gladness to the world. When the church is imbued with the spirit of obedience and love, the
members will exert in the world a saving influence, and God will withhold from them nothing that
will crown that influence with success and victory. Men and women are His agencies for the salvation
of souls. Those who are filled with an earnest desire to draw sinners to Christ have the sympathy and
co-operation of the heavenly universe. —Letter 108, 1902, par. 23.

Without a living faith in Christ as a personal Saviour, it is impossible to make your faith felt in a
skeptical world. If you would draw sinners out of the swift-running current, your own feet must not
stand on slippery places.

We need constantly a fresh revelation of Christ, a daily experience that harmonizes with His
teachings. High and holy attainments are within our reach. Continual progress in knowledge and
virtue is God's purpose for us. His law is the echo of His own voice, giving to all the invitation, “Come
up higher; be holy, holier still.” Every day we may advance in perfection of Christian character.

Those who are engaged in service for the Master need an experience much higher, deeper,
broader, than many have yet thought of having. Many who are already members of God's great
family know little of what it means to behold His glory, and to be changed from glory to glory. Many
have a twilight perception of Christ’'s excellence, and their hearts thrill with joy. They long for a fuller,
deeper sense of the Saviour's love. Let these cherish every desire of the soul after God.

The Holy Spirit works with those who will be worked, moulds those who will be moulded, fashions
those who will be fashioned. Give yourselves the culture of spiritual thoughts and holy communings.
You have seen but the first rays of the early dawn of His glory. As you follow on to know the Lord,
you will know that the “path of the righteous is as the light of dawn, that shineth more and more
unto the perfect day.” —Gospel Workers, p. 274.

Thousands can be reached in the most simple and humble way. The most intellectual, those who
are looked upon as the world’'s most gifted men and women, are often refreshed by the simple
words of one who loves God, and who can speak of that love as naturally as the worldling speaks of
the things that interest him most deeply.

Often the words well prepared and studied have but little influence. But the true, honest
expression of a son or daughter of God, spoken in natural simplicity, has power to unbolt the door
to hearts that have long been closed against Christ and His love. —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 232.



Friday, April 25

For Further Reading

“God to Control His Heritage,” in Letters and Manuscripts, vol. 10, August 1, 1895, par. 1-11.
“Nineveh, That Great City,” in Prophets and Kings, pp. 277, 278.



