
Lesson 5 

The Nations: Part 2 
Sabbath Afternoon, April 26 

 
It is impossible to explain the origin of sin so as to give a reason for its existence. Yet enough may 

be understood concerning both the origin and the final disposition of sin to make fully manifest the 
justice and benevolence of God in all His dealings with evil. Nothing is more plainly taught in 
Scripture than that God was in no wise responsible for the entrance of sin; that there was no arbitrary 
withdrawal of divine grace, no deficiency in the divine government, that gave occasion for the 
uprising of rebellion. Sin is an intruder, for whose presence no reason can be given. It is mysterious, 
unaccountable; to excuse it is to defend it. Could excuse for it be found, or cause be shown for its 
existence, it would cease to be sin. Our only definition of sin is that given in the word of God; it is 
“the transgression of the law;” it is the outworking of a principle at war with the great law of love 
which is the foundation of the divine government. —The Great Controversy, p. 492. 

 
Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exaltation. The Scripture says, “Thine heart 

was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.” 
Ezekiel 28:17. “Thou hast said in thine heart, . . . I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. . . . I 
will be like the Most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 14. Though all his glory was from God, this mighty angel 
came to regard it as pertaining to himself. Not content with his position, though honored above the 
heavenly host, he ventured to covet homage due alone to the Creator. Instead of seeking to make 
God supreme in the affections and allegiance of all created beings, it was his endeavor to secure 
their service and loyalty to himself. And coveting the glory with which the infinite Father had invested 
His Son, this prince of angels aspired to power that was the prerogative of Christ alone. 

Now the perfect harmony of heaven was broken. Lucifer’s disposition to serve himself instead of 
his Creator aroused a feeling of apprehension when observed by those who considered that the 
glory of God should be supreme. In heavenly council the angels pleaded with Lucifer. The Son of 
God presented before him the greatness, the goodness, and the justice of the Creator, and the 
sacred, unchanging nature of His law. God Himself had established the order of heaven; and in 
departing from it, Lucifer would dishonor his Maker and bring ruin upon himself. But the warning, 
given in infinite love and mercy, only aroused a spirit of resistance. Lucifer allowed his jealousy of 
Christ to prevail, and became the more determined. —Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 35, 36. 

 
The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all created 

beings depended upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires 
from all His creatures the service of love—homage that springs from an intelligent appreciation of 
His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced allegiance, and to all He grants freedom of will, that 
they may render Him voluntary service. —The Great Controversy, p. 493. 

 
 

  



Sunday, April 27 

The Very First Commandment 
 
The system of education instituted at the beginning of the world was to be a model for man 

throughout all aftertime. As an illustration of its principles a model school was established in Eden, 
the home of our first parents. The Garden of Eden was the schoolroom, nature was the lesson book, 
the Creator Himself was the instructor, and the parents of the human family were the students. . . . 

The book of nature, which spread its living lessons before them, afforded an exhaustless source 
of instruction and delight. On every leaf of the forest and stone of the mountains, in every shining 
star, in earth and sea and sky, God’s name was written. With both the animate and the inanimate 
creation—with leaf and flower and tree, and with every living creature, from the leviathan of the 
waters to the mote in the sunbeam—the dwellers in Eden held converse, gathering from each the 
secrets of its life. God’s glory in the heavens, the innumerable worlds in their orderly revolutions, 
“the balancings of the clouds” (Job 37:16), the mysteries of light and sound, of day and night—all 
were objects of study by the pupils of earth’s first school. —Education, pp. 20, 21. 

 
God gave Adam and Eve employment in Eden. Eden was the school for our first parents, and God 

was their Instructor. They learned how to till the soil, and how to care for the things which the Lord 
had planted. They did not look upon labor as degrading, but as a great blessing. Industry was a 
pleasure to Adam and Eve in their sinless state. Everything responded to their efforts to develop and 
perfect; but the fault of Adam changed the order of things. The earth was cursed and no longer only 
brought forth that which was good. Yet God decreed that man should earn his bread by the sweat 
of his brow, and this decree was not given as a curse. To labor in faith and hope would bring a 
blessing to Adam and Eve and their descendants. God never meant that man should have nothing 
to do; but the deeper the curse of sin, the further men go from the order of God. —“The Kind of 
Schools Needed,” in Manuscript 8a, 1894, par. 9. 

 
Heaven is a school; its field of study, the universe; its teacher, the Infinite One. A branch of this 

school was established in Eden; and, the plan of redemption accomplished, education will again be 
taken up in the Eden school. 

Between the school established in Eden at the beginning and the school of the hereafter there 
lies the whole compass of this world’s history—the history of human transgression and suffering, of 
divine sacrifice, and of victory over death and sin. . . . Restored to His presence, man will again, as at 
the beginning, be taught of God: “My people shall know My name: . . . they shall know in that day 
that I am He that doth speak: behold, it is I.” 

There, when the veil that darkens our vision shall be removed and our eyes shall behold that world 
of beauty of which we now catch glimpses through the microscope; when we look on the glories of 
the heavens, now scanned afar through the telescope; when, the blight of sin removed, the whole 
earth shall appear “in the beauty of the Lord our God,” what a field will be open to our study! —The 
Adventist Home, p. 547. 

 
  



Monday, April 28 

Daniel 2 
 
In the history of nations the student of God’s word may behold the literal fulfillment of divine 

prophecy. Babylon, shattered and broken at last, passed away because in prosperity its rulers had 
regarded themselves as independent of God, and had ascribed the glory of their kingdom to human 
achievement. The Medo-Persian realm was visited by the wrath of Heaven because in it God’s law 
had been trampled underfoot. The fear of the Lord had found no place in the hearts of the vast 
majority of the people. Wickedness, blasphemy, and corruption prevailed. The kingdoms that 
followed were even more base and corrupt; and these sank lower and still lower in the scale of moral 
worth. 

The power exercised by every ruler on the earth is Heaven-imparted; and upon his use of the 
power thus bestowed, his success depends. To each the word of the divine Watcher is, “I girded thee, 
though thou hast not known Me.” Isaiah 45:5. And to each the words spoken to Nebuchadnezzar of 
old are the lesson of life: “Break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by showing mercy 
to the poor: if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.” Daniel 4:27. 

To understand these things,—to understand that “righteousness exalteth a nation;” that “the 
throne is established by righteousness,” and “upholden by mercy;” to recognize the outworking of 
these principles in the manifestation of His power who “removeth kings, and setteth up kings,”—this 
is to understand the philosophy of history. Proverbs 14:34; 16:12; 20:28; Daniel 2:21. 

In the word of God only is this clearly set forth. Here it is shown that the strength of nations, as 
of individuals, is not found in the opportunities or facilities that appear to make them invincible; it is 
not found in their boasted greatness. It is measured by the fidelity with which they fulfill God’s 
purpose. —Prophets and Kings, pp. 501, 502. 

 
The image revealed to Nebuchadnezzar, while representing the deterioration of the kingdoms of 

the earth in power and glory, also fitly represents the deterioration of religion and morality among 
the people of these kingdoms. As nations forget God, in like proportion they become weak morally. 

Babylon passed away because in her prosperity she forgot God, and ascribed the glory of her 
prosperity to human achievement. 

The Medo-Persian kingdom was visited by the wrath of heaven because in this kingdom God’s 
law was trampled under foot. The fear of the Lord found no place in the hearts of the people. The 
prevailing influences in Medo-Persia were wickedness, blasphemy, and corruption. 

The kingdoms that followed were even more base and corrupt. They deteriorated because they 
cast off their allegiance to God. As they forgot him, they sank lower and still lower in the scale of 
moral value. —“The Moral Deterioration of the Nation,” Youth’s Instructor, September 22, 1903, par. 2–5. 

 
  



Tuesday, April 29 

Daniel 7 
 
Every nation that has come upon the stage of action has been permitted to occupy its place on 

the earth, that it might be seen whether it would fulfill the purpose of “the Watcher and the Holy 
One.” Prophecy has traced the rise and fall of the world’s great empires—Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. With each of these, as with nations of less power, history repeated itself. Each 
had its period of test, each failed, its glory faded, its power departed, and its place was occupied by 
another. 

While the nations rejected God’s principles, and in this rejection wrought their own ruin, it was 
still manifest that the divine, overruling purpose was working through all their movements. —
Education, pp. 176, 177. 

 
The crown removed from Israel passed successively to the kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-Persia, 

Greece, and Rome. God says, “It shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it 
him.” 

That time is at hand. Today the signs of the times declare that we are standing on the threshold 
of great and solemn events. Everything in our world is in agitation. Before our eyes is fulfilling the 
Saviour’s prophecy of the events to precede his coming: “Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. . 
. . Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.” 

The present is a time of overwhelming interest to all living. Rulers and statesmen, men who occupy 
positions of trust and authority, thinking men and women of all classes, have their attention fixed 
upon the events taking place about us. They are watching the strained, restless relations that exist 
among the nations. They observe the intensity that is taking possession of every earthly element, 
and they realize that something great and decisive is about to take place—that the world is on the 
verge of a stupendous crisis. 

Angels are now restraining the winds of strife, until the world shall be warned of its coming doom; 
but a storm is gathering, ready to burst upon the earth, and when God shall bid his angels loose the 
winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can picture. . . . 

To us who are standing on the very verge of the fulfilment of these great scenes, of what deep 
moment, of what living interest, are these delineations of the things to come—events for which, 
since our first parents turned their steps from Eden, God’s children have watched and waited, longed 
and prayed! —“The Time of the End,” Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, November 23, 1905, par. 5–8, 13. 

 
  



Wednesday, April 30 

Between Land and Sea 
 
But the beast with lamblike horns was seen “coming up out of the earth.” Instead of overthrowing 

other powers to establish itself, the nation thus represented must arise in territory previously 
unoccupied and grow up gradually and peacefully. It could not, then, arise among the crowded and 
struggling nationalities of the Old World—that turbulent sea of “peoples, and multitudes, and 
nations, and tongues.” It must be sought in the Western Continent. 

What nation of the New World was in 1798 rising into power, giving promise of strength and 
greatness, and attracting the attention of the world? The application of the symbol admits of no 
question. One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of this prophecy; it points unmistakably 
to the United States of America. Again and again the thought, almost the exact words, of the sacred 
writer has been unconsciously employed by the orator and the historian in describing the rise and 
growth of this nation. The beast was seen “coming up out of the earth;” and, according to the 
translators, the word here rendered “coming up” literally signifies “to grow or spring up as a plant.” 
And, as we have seen, the nation must arise in territory previously unoccupied. —The Great Controversy, 
p. 440. 

 
The lamblike horns and dragon voice of the symbol point to a striking contradiction between the 

professions and the practice of the nation thus represented. The “speaking” of the nation is the 
action of its legislative and judicial authorities. By such action it will give the lie to those liberal and 
peaceful principles which it has put forth as the foundation of its policy. The prediction that it will 
speak “as a dragon” and exercise “all the power of the first beast” plainly foretells a development of 
the spirit of intolerance and persecution that was manifested by the nations represented by the 
dragon and the leopardlike beast. And the statement that the beast with two horns “causeth the 
earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast” indicates that the authority of this 
nation is to be exercised in enforcing some observance which shall be an act of homage to the 
papacy. 

Such action would be directly contrary to the principles of this government, to the genius of its 
free institutions, to the direct and solemn avowals of the Declaration of Independence, and to the 
Constitution. The founders of the nation wisely sought to guard against the employment of secular 
power on the part of the church, with its inevitable result—intolerance and persecution. The 
Constitution provides that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” and that “no religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust under the United States.” Only in flagrant violation of these 
safeguards to the nation’s liberty, can any religious observance be enforced by civil authority. But 
the inconsistency of such action is no greater than is represented in the symbol. It is the beast with 
lamblike horns—in profession pure, gentle, and harmless—that speaks as a dragon. —The Great 
Controversy, p. 442. 

 
  



Thursday, May 1 

Prophesy Again 
 
The Lord has a people on the earth, who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. He has His 

thousands who have not bowed the knee to Baal. Such will stand with Him on Mount Zion. But they 
must stand on this earth, girded with the whole armor, ready to engage in the work of saving those 
who are ready to perish. Heavenly angels conduct this search, and spiritual activity is demanded of 
all who believe present truth, that they may join the angels in their work. 

We need not wait till we are translated to follow Christ. God’s people may do this here below. We 
shall follow the Lamb of God in the courts above only if we follow Him here. Following Him in heaven 
depends on our keeping His commandments now. We are not to follow Christ fitfully or capriciously, 
only when it is for our advantage. 

We must choose to follow Him. In daily life we must follow His example, as a flock trustfully follows 
its shepherd. We are to follow Him by suffering for His sake, saying, at every step, “Though he slay 
me, yet will I trust in him.” His life practice must be our life practice. And as we thus seek to be like 
Him, and to bring our wills into conformity to His will, we shall reveal Him. —Ellen G. White Comments, 
in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 978. 

 
The mighty angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting His right 

foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the part which He is acting in the closing 
scenes of the great controversy with Satan. This position denotes His supreme power and authority 
over the whole earth. The controversy had waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, 
and will continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the powers of 
darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with evil men, will deceive the whole world and the 
churches who receive not the love of the truth. But the mighty angel demands attention. He cries 
with a loud voice. He is to show the power and authority of His voice to those who have united with 
Satan to oppose the truth. . . . 

The angel’s position, with one foot on the sea, the other on the land, signifies the wide extent of 
the proclamation of the message. It will cross the broad waters and be proclaimed in other countries, 
even to all the world. The comprehension of truth, the glad reception of the message, is represented 
in the eating of the little book. The truth in regard to the time of the advent of our Lord was a 
precious message to our souls. —Ellen G. White Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible 
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 971. 

 
  



Friday, May 2 

For Further Reading 
 
“A Work of Reform,” in The Great Controversy, p. 453. 
“Symbolism of the Three Angels’ Messages,” in Maranatha, June 14, p. 173. 
 


