Lesson 11

Ruth and Esther

Sabbath Afternoon, June 7

The decree of the Medes and Persians could not be revoked; apparently there was no hope; all
the Israelites were doomed to destruction.

But the plots of the enemy were defeated by a Power that reigns among the children of men. In
the providence of God, Esther, a Jewess who feared the Most High, had been made queen of the
Medo-Persian kingdom. Mordecai was a near relative of hers. In their extremity they decided to
appeal to Xerxes in behalf of their people. Esther was to venture into his presence as an intercessor.
“Who knoweth,” said Mordecai, “whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
Verse 14.

The crisis that Esther faced demanded quick, earnest action; but both she and Mordecai realized
that unless God should work mightily in their behalf, their own efforts would be unavailing. So Esther
took time for communion with God, the source of her strength. —Prophets and Kings, p. 601.

The Bible is a revelation of the divine will and purpose of God. Those who follow its teachings are
doers of the words of Christ, and by this means they bring solid timbers into their character building.
Let us heed the words of inspiration, which exhort us to “be pitiful, be courteous.” Boaz represented
the character of the Christian gentleman. Like Abraham, he commanded his household after him to
keep the way of the Lord to do justice and judgment. He showed courtesy to all his servants, and as
he passed among his workmen in the field, he said unto the reapers, “The Lord be with you. And
they answered him, The Lord bless thee.” Here is a lesson . . . for employers and the employed. The
[workers] are strengthened in their hearts to do righteously, to be faithful to [employers] who
manifest respectful kindness and courtesy towards them. Christians should be the most courteous
people in the world. —“Respond to Divine Love,” Home Missionary, December 1, 1894, par. 1.

Occasions of indulgence such as are pictured in the first chapter of Esther, do not glorify God. But
the Lord accomplishes His will through men who are nevertheless misleading others. If God did not
stretch forth His restraining hand, strange presentations would be seen. But God impresses human
minds to accomplish His purpose, even though the one used continues to follow wrong practices.
And the Lord works out His plans through men who do not acknowledge His lessons of wisdom. In
His hand is the heart of every earthly ruler, to turn whithersoever He will, as He turneth the waters
of the river.

Through the experience that brought Esther to the Medo-Persian throne, God was working for
the accomplishment of His purposes for His people. That which was done under the influence of
much wine worked out for good to Israel. — “Lessons from Esther,” in Manuscript 39, 1910, par. 16, 17.



Sunday, June 8

Famine in “The House of Bread”

It is not because of inherent power that year by year the earth produces her bounties and
continues her motion round the sun. The hand of God guides the planets and keeps them in position
in their orderly march through the heavens. It is through His power that summer and winter,
seedtime and harvest, day and night follow each other in their regular succession. It is by His word
that vegetation flourishes, that the leaves appear and the flowers bloom. Every good thing we have,
each ray of sunshine and shower of rain, every morsel of food, every moment of life, is a gift of love.

While we were yet unloving and unlovely in character, "hateful, and hating one another,” our
heavenly Father had mercy on us. "After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us.” Titus 3:3-5. His love received, will make us, in like manner, kind and tender, not merely toward
those who please us, but to the most faulty and erring and sinful. —Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing,
pp. 74, 75.

The things of nature that we now behold give us but a faint conception of Eden’s glory. Sin has
marred earth’s beauty; on all things may be seen traces of the work of evil. Yet much that is beautiful
remains. Nature testifies that One infinite in power, great in goodness, mercy, and love, created the
earth, and filled it with life and gladness. Even in their blighted state, all things reveal the handiwork
of the great Master Artist. Wherever we turn, we may hear the voice of God, and see evidences of
His goodness.

From the solemn roll of the deep-toned thunder and old ocean’s ceaseless roar, to the glad songs
that make the forests vocal with melody, nature’s ten thousand voices speak His praise. In earth and
sea and sky, with their marvelous tint and color, varying in gorgeous contrast or blended in harmony,
we behold His glory. The everlasting hills tell us of His power. The trees that wave their green banners
in the sunlight, and the flowers in their delicate beauty, point to their Creator. The living green that
carpets the brown earth tells of God's care for the humblest of His creatures. The caves of the sea
and the depths of the earth reveal His treasures. He who placed the pearls in the ocean and the
amethyst and chrysolite among the rocks, is a lover of the beautiful. The sun rising in the heavens is
a representative of Him who is the life and light of all that He has made. All the brightness and
beauty that adorn the earth and light up the heavens, speak of God. —The Ministry of Healing, p. 411.



Monday, June 9

Ruth and Boaz

Further provision was made for the poor. There is nothing, after their recognition of the claims of
God, that more distinguishes the laws given by Moses than the liberal, tender, and hospitable spirit
enjoined toward the poor. Although God had promised greatly to bless His people, it was not His
design that poverty should be wholly unknown among them. He declared that the poor should never
cease out of the land. There would ever be those among His people who would call into exercise
their sympathy, tenderness, and benevolence. Then, as now, persons were subject to misfortune,
sickness, and loss of property; yet so long as they followed the instruction given by God, there were
no beggars among them, neither any who suffered for food. . ..

Such were the provisions made by our merciful Creator, to lessen suffering, to bring some ray of
hope, to flash some gleam of sunshine, into the life of the destitute and distressed. —Patriarchs and
Prophets, pp. 530, 534.

Christ honored the marriage relation by making it also a symbol of the union between Him and
His redeemed ones. He Himself is the Bridegroom; the bride is the church, of which, as His chosen
one, He says, “Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee.” Song of Solomon 4:7.

Christ "loved the church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it; . . . that it
should be holy and without blemish.” “So ought men to love their wives.” Ephesians 5:25-28.

The family tie is the closest, the most tender and sacred, of any on earth. It was designed to be a
blessing to mankind. And it is a blessing wherever the marriage covenant is entered into intelligently,
in the fear of God, and with due consideration for its responsibilities. —The Ministry of Healing, p. 356.

Christ is coming with clouds and with great glory. A multitude of shining angels will attend Him.
He will come to raise the dead, and to change the living saints from glory to glory. He will come to
honor those who have loved Him, and kept His commandments, and to take them to Himself. He
has not forgotten them nor His promise. There will be a relinking of the family chain. When we look
upon our dead, we may think of the morning when the trump of God shall sound, when “the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 1 Corinthians 15:52. A little longer, and we
shall see the King in His beauty. A little longer, and He will wipe all tears from our eyes. A little longer,
and He will present us “faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.” Jude 1:24.
Wherefore, when He gave the signs of His coming He said, “When these things begin to come to
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” —The Desire of Ages, p.
632.



Tuesday, June 10

Boaz as Redeemer

Those who accept Christ as their personal Saviour are not left as orphans, to bear the trials of life
alone. He receives them as members of the heavenly family; He bids them call His Father their Father.
They are His "little ones,” dear to the heart of God, bound to Him by the most tender and abiding
ties. He has toward them an exceeding tenderness, as far surpassing what our father or mother has
felt toward us in our helplessness as the divine is above the human.

Of Christ's relation to His people, there is a beautiful illustration in the laws given to Israel. When
through poverty a Hebrew had been forced to part with his patrimony, and to sell himself as a
bondservant, the duty of redeeming him and his inheritance fell to the one who was nearest of kin.
See Leviticus 25:25, 47-49; Ruth 2:20. So the work of redeeming us and our inheritance, lost through
sin, fell upon Him who is “near of kin” unto us. It was to redeem us that He became our kinsman.
Closer than father, mother, brother, friend, or lover is the Lord our Saviour. “Fear not,” He says, “for
| have redeemed thee, | have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine.” “Since thou wast precious in
My sight, thou hast been honorable, and | have loved thee: therefore will | give men for thee, and
people for thy life.” Isaiah 43:1, 4.

Christ loves the heavenly beings that surround His throne; but what shall account for the great
love wherewith He has loved us? We cannot understand it, but we can know it true in our own
experience. And if we do hold the relation of kinship to Him, with what tenderness should we regard
those who are brethren and sisters of our Lord! Should we not be quick to recognize the claims of
our divine relationship? Adopted into the family of God, should we not honor our Father and our
kindred? —The Desire of Ages, p. 327.

One reason of the spiritual feebleness of today is the low estimate that believers in Christ are
constantly inclined to form of themselves. Christ paid an infinite price for us, and he desires his
chosen heritage to value themselves according to the price he placed upon them. Do not disappoint
Jesus by placing a low estimate upon yourselves. Embrace the opportunities and privileges which
will increase your value with God; for by accepting the treasures of his grace you will become
precious and lovely in his sight. Practical godliness will run through your lives like threads of gold,
and as God beholds your consecration to him, he will say, “I will make a man more precious than
fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.” All heaven rejoices over the weak, faulty
human soul that gives itself to Jesus, and in his strength lives a life of purity. —“The Source of Strength,”
Signs of the Times, October 22, 1896, par. 8.



Wednesday, June 11

Haman and Satan

The decree which is to go forth against the people of God in the near future is in some respects
similar to that issued by Ahasuerus against the Jews in the time of Esther. The Persian edict sprang
from the malice of Haman against Mordecai. Not that Mordecai had done Haman harm, but he had
refused to flatter his vanity by showing him the reverence which is due only to God. The king's
decision against the Jews was secured under false pretenses. Satan instigated this scheme in order
to rid the earth of those who preserved a knowledge of the true God. But his plots were defeated
by a counter-power that reigns among the children of men. Angels who excel in strength were
commissioned to protect the people of God, and the plots of their adversaries returned upon their
own heads.

History repeats itself. The same masterful mind that plotted against the faithful in ages past is
now at work to gain control of the Protestant churches, that through them he may condemn and
put to death all who will not worship the idol sabbath. We have not to battle with man, as it may
appear. We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. But if the people
of God will put their trust in Him, and by faith rely upon His power, the devices of Satan will be
defeated in our time as signally as in the days of Mordecai. . . .

Christ never purchased peace and friendship by compromise with evil. Tho His heart overflowed
with love toward the human race, He could not be indulgent to their sins. Because He loved men
and women, He was a stern reprover of their vices. His life of suffering, the humiliation to which He
was subjected by a perverse nation, show His followers that there must be no sacrifice of principle.
God'’s tried people must maintain watchfulness, with fervent prayer, lest, in their eagerness to
prevent discord, they surrender truth, and thus dishonor the God of truth. Peace is too dearly
obtained if purchased by the smallest concession to Satan’s agencies. The least surrender of principle
entangles us in the snare of the enemy. —“The Seal of God—No. 2,” Signs of the Times, November 8, 1899,
par. 9, 10, 13.

Thoughts and meditations upon the goodness of God to us would close the avenues of the soul
to Satan’s suggestions.

God'’s love for us is proved daily; yet we are thoughtless of His favors and indifferent to His
entreaties. He seeks to impress us with His Spirit of tenderness, His love and forbearance; but we
scarcely recognize the marks of His kindness, and have little sense of the lesson of love He desires
us to learn. Some, like Haman, forget all God's favors, because Mordecai is before them and is not
disgraced; because their hearts are filled with enmity and hatred, rather than love, the spirit of our
dear Redeemer, who gave His precious life for His enemies. —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 222.



Thursday, June 12

For Such a Time as This

The trying experiences that came to God's people in the days of Esther were not peculiar to that
age alone. The revelator, looking down the ages to the close of time, has declared, “The dragon was
wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 12:17. Some who today
are living on the earth will see these words fulfilled. The same spirit that in ages past led men to
persecute the true church, will in the future lead to the pursuance of a similar course toward those
who maintain their loyalty to God. Even now preparations are being made for this last great conflict.

The decree that will finally go forth against the remnant people of God will be very similar to that
issued by Ahasuerus against the Jews. Today the enemies of the true church see in the little company
keeping the Sabbath commandment, a Mordecai at the gate. The reverence of God's people for His
law is a constant rebuke to those who have cast off the fear of the Lord and are trampling on His
Sabbath. —Prophets and Kings, p. 605.

In ancient times the Lord worked in a wonderful way through consecrated women who united in
His work with men whom He had chosen to stand as His representatives. He used women to gain
great and decisive victories. More than once, in times of emergency, He brought them to the front
and worked through them for the salvation of many lives. Through Esther the queen, the Lord
accomplished a mighty deliverance for His people. At a time when it seemed that no power could
save them, Esther and the women associated with her, by fasting and prayer and prompt action, met
the issue, and brought salvation to their people. —Daughters of God, p. 45.

The trying experiences that came to God's people in the days of Esther, were not peculiar to that
age alone. The Revelator, looking down the ages to the close of time, declared by inspiration, “The
dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” . ..

The decree which is to go forth against the people of God will be very similar to that issued by
Ahasuerus against the Jews in the time of Esther. . ..

Those who fear God can not accept an institution that violates a precept of the decalogue. On
this battle-field comes the last great conflict of the controversy between truth and error. And we are
not left in doubt as to the issue. Now, as in the days of Esther and Mordecai, the Lord will vindicate
his truth and his people. —“The Return of the Exiles—No. 11,” Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, January
23,1908, par. 20-22.



Friday, June 13

For Further Reading

“In the Days of Queen Esther,” in Prophets and Kings, pp. 598-605.
“Christ’s Followers the Light of the World,” in Gospel Workers, pp. 433-437.



