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Chhaina grew up hating the name of 
Jesus Christ. Chhaina belonged to a 

major world religion in Cambodia, and he 
and his family hated Christianity.

But then Chhaina’s family began to hate him.
It all started when Chhaina’s grandfather 

died suddenly. Chhaina loved his grandfather 
and had spent a lot of time with him. But in 
their religion, if you spend a lot of time with 
someone, and something bad happens, you 
are considered responsible. Chhaina’s family 
wondered if the boy was unlucky.

Then Chhaina’s uncle died suddenly. 
Chhaina had spent a lot of time with his 
uncle. Now his family really began to 
wonder if he was unlucky. 

Then Chhaina’s parents went bankrupt. 
They sold everything that they owned but, 
still deep in debt, moved across the border 
to Thailand to work at a television factory. 
Chhaina was told to stay behind.

“Your life has not brought peace but only 
destruction,” one family member said.

“You should never have been born,”  
said another.

Chhaina was 18. He felt very alone.
Then a friend invited him to guitar lessons 

at a Seventh-day Adventist church. Chhaina 
felt torn. He knew that Adventists loved Jesus. 
He hated Jesus. But he loved the guitar, and he 
really wanted to learn how to play. 

He went to the Adventist church.
After that, he didn’t miss a guitar lesson at 

the church. He immediately liked the pastor 
and his wife. They spoke about a Jesus who 
was very different from the Jesus whom he 
had heard about from his parents. They said 
Jesus didn’t only love people who loved Him; 
Jesus also loved people who hated Him. His 
love was so big that He died so that even 
people who hated Him could live eternally.

Chhaina began to go to church every 
Sabbath. A love for Jesus grew in his heart, 
and he was baptized. He prayed to be 
reunited with his parents. He wanted them 
to accept him without worrying that he was 
unlucky. “I want my family back,” he prayed 
every day. “I promise to serve You for the rest 
of my life and not serve any other god.”

But Jesus seemed so silent. Chhaina didn’t 
have a full understanding of the role of faith 
in the Christian life. His family’s traditional 
religion put a major emphasis on works. So, 
as he prayed, he decided to prove through 
his works that he was worthy of a response. 
He volunteered for One Year in Mission, a 
church initiative in which he spent a year 
in mission service. Then he helped a French 
missionary distribute Bibles in Cambodia. He 
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hoped that his church work would convince 
Jesus to answer his prayers. But Jesus 
seemed so silent. At times, Chhaina felt upset, 
and he prayed, “I’m doing so much for You. 
Why aren’t You doing anything for me?”

After five years, Chhaina’s parents 
returned to Cambodia. They had no choice. 
The authorities in Thailand didn’t renew 
their work visas. With no land or home, 
they accepted an invitation from Chhaina 
to stay with him in his rented home. It no 
longer mattered if he was unlucky. They had 
nowhere else to go.

On Sabbath, Chhaina invited his parents to 
church. “You don’t have any money, but we 
will find food for all of us there,” he said.

The church members warmly welcomed 
his parents, and his parents enjoyed the 
fellowship meal. The next Sabbath, they 
returned for more food and fellowship, and 
their hearts began to soften. The Jesus whom 
they heard about at church was very different 
from the Jesus whom they had hated for so 
many years. A year passed, and Chhaina’s 
parents were baptized.

It was the biggest miracle that Chhaina 
could have imagined. Jesus not only 
answered his prayer to bring his parents 
back to Cambodia, but He also won their 
hearts. Jesus had done much more than he 
had asked. With astonishment, he realized 
that Jesus had answered his prayers not 
because of anything that he had done but 
because of who Jesus is. 

Today, Chhaina no longer feels unlucky. 
He feels loved. He has not forgotten his 
promise to serve Jesus for the rest of his life. 
Today, he is studying theology at Asia-Pacific 
International University in Thailand in 
preparation for a life of mission service. 

Chhaina is among thousands of 
students who have studied at Asia-Pacific 
International University because of a 
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering. Part of that 
1988 offering helped build the campus of 
what was then called Thailand Mission 
College. The Thirteenth Sabbath Offering 

continues to bless Chhaina and many others 
36 years later. Thank you for being faithful 
with your mission giving.

By Andrew McChesney

S t o ry  T i p s
 Show on the map the locations of 

Cambodia and Thailand. Then show the 
Thai town of Muak Lek, where Asia-Pacific 
International University is located.

 Pronounce Chhaina the same as the 
country of China.

 Watch a short YouTube video with Chhaina 
at: bit.ly/Chhaina-SSD.

 Download photos for this story from 
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mq.

 Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts  
from the Southern Asia-Pacific Division:  
bit.ly/ssd-2025.

 Know that this mission story illustrates the 
following objectives of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic plan: 
Mission Objective No. 2, “To strengthen 
and diversify Adventist outreach in large 
cities, across the 10/40 Window, among 
unreached and under-reached people 
groups, and to non-Christian religions”; 
Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To 
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective 
No. 6, “To increase accession, retention, 
reclamation, and participation of children, 
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual 
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and 
young adults place God first and exemplify 
a biblical worldview.” For more information, 
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

M i s s i o n  Po s t
 Seventh-day Adventist teachings were 

introduced into Thailand in 1906 and 1907.

 The early work in Thailand was conducted 
mostly among the Chinese. 
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