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little girl studying at the jungle mission
school told her teacher, Armi, about a
mother who couldn’t walk.
-Armi hadn’t come to the mountains of
Papua, Ihdonesia, to treat anyone. He wasn’t
a doctor, and he didn’t know much about
medicine. He was a missionary who had come
to the jungle mission school to teach children
about Jesus, the Master Physician. But his heart
was touched when he heard about the mother
who couldn’t walk. He and a fellow missionary
decided to hike eight hours up the mountain to
visit the woman in her remote village.

Armi and his friend found the mother in a
small grass hut. She was crying in pain on a
bed. Her right knee had an open wound and it
was swollen.

Armi and his friend couldn’t understand
much of what she said. She couldn’t
understand much of what they said. They
spoke different dialects. But, through hand
gestures, the mother explained that she had
fallen out of a tree seven years earlier and
hadn’t been able to walk since. The village
was so remote that doctors and hospitals
were not an option. After the fall, her

husband abandoned her, leaving her to raise
four children.

The mother was glad for the visit. She had
lost all hope. She made it clear that she was
placing her new hope on Armi and his friend.

“Help me to walk again,” she pleaded.

Armi and his friend stepped outside
of the hut. They needed to pray to the
Master Physician.

“Lord please give us wisdom,” Armi said.
“Show us how to help this woman even though
we don’t know much about medicine.”

Back inside the hut, Armi and his friend
carefully cleaned the wound. Beads of sweat
broke out on their faces. They were worried
about making the wound worse. Neighbors
gathered in the hut to watch, and Armi
and his friend really began to sweat. They
wondered if their lives might be at risk with
the neighbors watching their every move.

Then Armi spoke to the woman
about Jesus.

“Only one Person can heal you,” he said,
using hand gestures to help her understand.
“That one Person is Jesus.”

The mother had never heard of Jesus. None



- of the neighbors had ever heard about Jesus.
They practiced a form of mysticism.

“I don’t know anything about your Jesus,”
the mother said. “But I'll accept whoever can
restore my health.”

After cleaning the wound, Armi offered
the only natural remedies that he had in his
backpack: charcoal and Vitamin C tablets.
He then invited the mother and neighbors
to pray. Opening his eyes, Armi saw that
the mother and neighbors were crying. He
panicked, wondering what was wrong. The
neighbors, who also didn’t speak his dialect,
explained the prayer had moved their hearts.

“It was like someone was interpreting
your prayer into our ears,” one said.

“We could feel a presence surrounding us
while you were praying,” said another.

Then Armi turned and saw the mother’s
face. It had changed completely. Once a
picture of pain and suffering, it now was
glowing with joy and peace.

Armi promised to return the next week to
check on her progress.

Armi and his friend hiked the eight hours
back home. As they hiked, they prayed. How
could they make a phone call to get medical
information to help the mother? Where
could they find a cell-phone signal? They
were living in the mountains and had not
received a cell-phone signal in months.

Pray for the unreached people of Papua,
Indonesia. Part of this quarter’s Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering will help construct
classrooms, an administrative building,

a library, and an auditorium for Papua
Adventist Theology College. The college
moved to Nabire after its previous campus
was destroyed by a flood in another part

of Papua in 2019. Currently, students meet

in borrowed classrooms at an Adventist
academy. Thank you for planning a generous
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to support the
college next week. Find out the rest of Armi’s
story next week.

By Andrew McChesney

Story Tips

Show Papua, Indonesia, on the map. | \

Know that the eight-hour hike to the 6
mother’s village only partly conveys the 1
remoteness of Armi's work as a missionary

in Papua. To reach the village with the

jungle school where he lived, he had to fly

in a mission plane to a jungle airstrip and

then walk 12-14 hours, depending on the

weather and other factors.

Watch a short YouTube video with Armi at:
bit.ly/Armi-SSD.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-ma.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Southern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/ssd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic
plan: Mission Objective No. 1, “To revive the
concept of worldwide mission and sacrifice
for mission as a way of life involving not
only pastors but every church member,
young and old, in the joy of witnessing

for Christ and making disciples”; Mission
Objective No. 2, “To strengthen and diversify
Adventist outreach in large cities, across
the 10/40 Window, among unreached

and under-reached people groups, and to
non-Christian religions”; Spiritual Growth
Objective No. 5, “To disciple individuals and
families into Spirit-filled lives”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

INDONESIA

Fast Fact

Some of the most common dishes in
Indonesia include, nasi goreng (a fried rice
dish), karedok (raw vegetables in peanut
sauce), and gado-gado (a salad made with
boiled eggs, boiled potato, fried tofu, and a
peanut dressing).
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