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. Last week: Armi, a missionary teaching

. children at a jungle mission school in Papua,

Indonesia, made an eight-hour trek up a
mountain to visit a single mother who hadn’t
walked after falling out of a tree seven years
earlier. He and a missionary friend told the
mother that her only hope was in Jesus, the
Master Physician. Then Armi and his friend
prayed for a cell-phone signal. They desperately
needed medical advice on how to treat the
mother’s leg. But they were in the middle of a
mountainous jungle and hadn’t received a cell-
phone signal in months.

hen a miracle happened. Just a few days

after visiting the mother, Armi’s phone
rang while he and his friend were visiting
another far-off place in Papua, Indonesia. At
first, Armi thought it was his phone alarm
and ignored it. But the phone kept ringing,
so he pulled it out of his pocket and saw that
he had received an email. That meant that he
had a cell-phone connection.

Armi immediately bowed his head and
prayed, “Lord, thank You, thank You! Please
help me to call the right person for information
on how to treat this mother.”
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Armi quickly scrolled through his phone
contacts, worried that the cell-phone signal
might disappear. Then he found a friend
who was a nurse, and he called her.

The call went through!

Armi described the situation, and the
nurse offered advice on how to clean the
wound on the mother’s right knee. She
also suggested that Armi take anti-infection
antibiotics that he had in his mountain
home and give the pills to the mother.

The phone call lasted only two minutes.
Then the signal disappeared. But it was
enough time to receive the precious advice.

For the next two months, Armi and his
friend visited the mother in her grass hut
every week. Every time, they cleaned the
wound and gave her antibiotics against the
infection that had caused her knee to swell.
They urged her to pray regularly.

“Who should I pray to?” she asked the
first time.

“Pray to the One whose name is Jesus,”
Armi replied.

She was not familiar with Jesus, and Armi
introduced her to Him through Bible stories.
As he cleaned her wound, he spoke about




- how Jesus had healed the sick and gave sight
to the blind. Neighbors came to watch, and
they listened to the stories.

As the weeks passed, the swelling slowly
went down and the wound healed. Armi and
his friend gave thanks to God. Everything
that was happening was beyond their
medical skills.

Then the two missionaries had
commitments in other parts of Papua and
weren’t able to visit the mother for a month.
But they sent healthy food and natural
remedies to her with the assistance of the
children whom they were teaching at the
jungle mission school.

When the missionaries finally managed to
hike the eight hours to her village again, they
found her standing outside her grass hut. Armi
started to cry. He couldn’t believe his eyes. The
mother who hadn’t been able to walk for seven
years was standing with the aid of a walking
stick outside her hut. As he and his friend
drew closer, she used the walking stick to take
halting steps toward them.

Then Armi’s friend began to cry. “How can
this be?” he said.

The three sat down inside the hut. The
mother’s face shone with joy and health as
she spoke. “I kept praying, and the pain went
away,” she said, using hand gestures to help
them understand her dialect. “I believe that
it’s because of Jesus. Even though I don’t
understand who He is, I'm grateful that you
have brought Him into my life.”

“This is not the end,” Armi replied. “If
you believe that Jesus has healed you, you
must continue to believe and obey Him.”

Another month passed, and the mother
was able to walk without the walking stick.
She wasn’t completely healed, but she could
resume her normal activities at home and in
the field where she grew crops.

The neighbors were astounded. They
began to pray to Jesus with her.

Shortly before Armi finished his time
as a missionary in Papua, he met with the
mother one last time. She confided that she
no longer felt at peace with her traditional
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Show Papua, Indonesia, on the map.

Know that the eight-hour hike to the
mother’s village only partly conveys the
remoteness of Armi's work as a missionary
in Papua. To reach the village with the
jungle school where he lived, he had to fly in
a mission plane to a jungle airstrip and then
walk 12-14 hours, depending on the weather
and other factors.

Watch a short YouTube video with Armi at:
bit.ly/Armi-SSD.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Southern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/ssd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates
Mission Objective No. 1 of the Seventh-

day Adventist Church's “I Will Go” strategic
plan: “To revive the concept of worldwide
mission and sacrifice for mission as a way
of life involving not only pastors but every
church member, young and old, in the joy of
witnessing for Christ and making disciples.”
For more information, visit: IWillGo.org.

Before 13th Sabbath

Remind everyone that our mission offerings
are gifts to spread Cod's Word around the
world, and that one-fourth of the Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering will help four projects

in the Southern Asia-Pacific Division. The
projects are listed on page 3 and on the
back cover.

The narrator doesn't need to memorize
the story, but he or she should be familiar
enough with the material so as not to have
to read it. Alternatively, children and adults
can act out the story.

Before or after the story, use a map to
show the places in the Southern Asia-
Pacific Division — Brunei, Myanmar,
and Indonesia — that will receive the
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering.

o

<
(9]
Ll
z
©)
@)
z

AdventistMission.org

N
O



ADVENTIST MISSION Southern-Asia Pacific Division

W
@]

way of worship.

“May I join your worship?” she asked.

“You’re very welcome, Mom,” Armi
replied. “But our church is so far away. How
will you be able to walk eight hours?”

“Jesus is the One who healed me,” she
said. “I have to worship Him. He has helped
me to walk again, and I will walk to church
to worship Him.”

The mother made the long walk, and she
attended worship services every Sabbath
after that. She also sent all four of her
children to the jungle mission school.

To Armi’s surprise, not only did her
children come to the school but so did all
the other children from her village. The
neighbors had witnessed the power of Jesus,
and they wanted their children to know Him,
too. “Things that are impossible for me are
not impossible for God,” Armi said. “I pray
that the mother will remain faithful.”

Part of today’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
will go to Papua to help construct classrooms,
an administrative building, a library, and an
auditorium for Papua Adventist Theology
College. The college moved to Nabire after
its campus was destroyed in a flood in
another part of Papua in 2019. Currently,
students meet in borrowed classrooms from

Fast Facts

There are about 400 volcanoes in Indonesia,
and around 130 of them are active. From
1972 to 1991, there were 29 eruptions,
mostly on Java.

The largest eruption in recorded history
was at Mount Tambora on Sumbawa Island
in 1815. It was so loud that it could be heard
more than 1,200 miles (1,930 km) away.

Puncak Jaya (“Clorious Peak”) is located

on the island of New Guinea. At 16,024 ft
(4,884 m) tall, is the highest mountain peak
on an island in the world.

The largest flower in the world, the corpse
flower (Rafflesia arnoldii), is found in the
rainforests of Sumatra and Borneo. It can
grow to more than three feet (1 m) across
and weigh 24 pounds (11 kg). It has the
strong smell of rotting flesh.

an Adventist academy. Today’s Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering also will support two
projects in Myanmar — a preschool and a
center of influence — and a health clinic in
Brunei. Thank you for your generous offering.

By Andrew McChesney

Future 13th Sabbath Projects

The Southern African-Indian Ocean Division will be featured next quarter, and the

Thirteenth Sabbath projects will include:
New secondary school, northern
Zambia

Staff housing, Yuka Adventist
Hospital, Kalabo, Zambia

Boat for mission work on Lake
Bangweulu, Zambia

Kitchen and laundry,
Chitanda Lumamba Adventist
Hospital, Chibombo, Zambia

Health and wellness center of
influence, Umhlanga, South Africa



